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Work package 1 (WP1ENG): Stakeholder engagement: 
Work package 2 (WP2BYC): Bycatch - characterizing the 
bycatch pattern across the Black Sea basin
Work package 3 (WP3BIO): Biological data collection 
Work package 4 (WP4SPAT): Spatial dynamics of piked 
dogfish 
Work package 5 (WP5TGT): Target piked dogfish 
fisheries
Work package 6 (WP6PRM): Post-release mortality

GFCM Research programme on piked dogfish

Illustration of piked dogfish @FAO/Ali Elly

Recommendation GFCM/44/2021/10
on management measures for the sustainable piked 
dogfish fisheries

Recommendation GFCM/39/2015/4 
on management measures for piked dogfish in the 
Black Sea



Exploring fisher knowledge
Enhanced information on the interactions 
between piked dogfish and fishing activities 
emerging from fisher engagement

Discards monitoring programs
Enhanced information on existing discards monitoring 
programs at country level and identify gaps

Work package 1 (WP1ENG): 
Stakeholder engagement: 

Work package 2 (WP2BYC): Bycatch - characterizing the 
bycatch pattern across the Black Sea basin

Interviewing fishers in Türkiye to gather 
insights from their experiences with piked 
dogfish.©FAO/E.Fakioglu

Interviewing fishers in Türkiye to gather insights from their 
experiences with piked dogfish.©SUMAE/M. Adıgüzel



156 fishers were 

interviewed between 

January and July 2023.

Using semi-structured 

questionnaires composed 

of bycatch interaction, 

mortality, and historical 

change in population.

Methodology - Local Ecological Knowledge

Interviewing fishers in Türkiye to 
gather insights from their experiences 
with sturgeons. ©SUMAE/Salih ILHAN



1200 hauls 

292 fishing trips 

36 different demersal trawl vessels

GSA 29

2019 - 2022

Methodology - Turkish Discards monitoring program

Year Depth range 
(m)

Average 
tow 

duration ±
SD (h)

No. of hauls by season

Autumn Spring Winter Total

2019 22.5 – 122.5 1.7±0.31 331 51 44 426

2020 69 – 119 1.5±0.26 0 26 51 77

2021 42 – 122.5 1.8±0.45 346 13 150 509

2022 46.5 – 108 1.7±0.49 3 0 185 188



Season Avg. distance (km) Avg. depth (m)

All season 10.0 76.5

Autumn 12.4 84.7

Winter 11.2 85.0

Spring 8.6 79.3

Results - LEK survey

Bycatch locations for demersal trawl based on fishers’ responses (n=113)

Black Sea



Map showing the bycatch areas for demersal trawling reported by fishers



Results of the LEK – Survey Western Black Sea



Results of the LEK – Central Black Sea



Results - Discards monitoring program
The number of piked dogfish recorded 144 

9 % of the hauls involved bycatch events

Summary description of fishery data



Comparison of LEK and Discards Monitoring Program



Key Points and Next Steps



THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION
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