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A Fisheries perspective
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Rec. GFCM/33/2009/1 - Bottom trawling closure -1000m
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EU Consultation on Fishing Opportunities for … …

2013



First Working Group on MPAs
SAC - SCMEE 

Bar, Montenegro
3 February 2014

SAC
Rome, 2013

92% of assessed stocks Overfished

“it should be assumed that the current state of the stocks 
arises from the application of excessive fishing pressure

in previous years”
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A Conservation perspective
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OPEN SEA SPAMIs PROJECT (2008-2009 / 2010-2011 / 2012-2014)

April 2014 Mediterranean EBSA workshop
June 2014 SBSTTA (Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice)

October 2014 CoP CBD
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EU  MPAs – Marine Expert Group N2000 (November 2013)

Mediterranean
marine N2000 network

• Deficient coverage  2,4%

• Coastal network

• Deep-sea habitats under-represented 

• Low management performance
(massive infringement of  Habitats Directive)
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THE CURRENT STATUS

© MAPAMED, the database on Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas, MedPAN, RAC/SPA, 2013
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Oceana’s work to contribute in increasing MPA coverage

• Providing first-hand information (HD ROV)

• Collaboration with institutions and 
national/international authorities

• Developing new MPA proposals based on:
 Scientific information gathered
 Precautionary Approach implementation
 International recomendations and legislation
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Our targets

CBD - Aichi Target 11 (2010)

10% protected by 2020 through MPA networks
• Ecologically coherent (habitats representativity)
• Well connected & Well-managed

FAO

VME conservation - International 
guidelines for the management of 
deep-sea fisheries in the High Seas 
(2009)

Good Environmental Status by 2020:
- EcAp process (Mediterranean countries)
- MSFD (EU countries)
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UNEP/CBD/EWS.MPA/1/2 
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MedNet Proposal
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Other MedNet features (escarpments, mud 
volcanoes, eddies, cold seeps, etc)

Seamounts/Elevations
Canyons

Mediterranean EBSAs
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Building up connectivity

IUCN-WCPA, 2008

OCEANA, 2011
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Representativeness

• Seamounts

• Submarine canyons

• Banks

• Scarpments

• Ridge

• Gyres

• Abysal plain

• Mud volcanoes

• Hydrothermal vents

• Carbonate mounds

• Etc…

•

MedNet varied Figures, Species and Habitats

• Cold water corals

• Sponge aggregations

• Gorgonian gardens

• Cetaceans

• Turtles

• Monk seal

• Deep-sea sharks
• Commercial species

(nurseries/spawning
grounds):
 Hake

 Monkfish

 Red mullet

 BFT

 Small pelagics
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Seamounts & Submarine canyons to follow international committments

FAO Guidelines
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Seamounts & Submarine canyons to follow international committments

EBSA criteria
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Chella Bank
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Balearic Seamounts
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Seco de Palos Bank
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CABLIERS BANK
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Minorca canyon

Minorca canyon
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Cabrera canyon
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Columbretes canyon
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MPA benefits (Roberts, 2012)
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Opportunities
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THE WAY FORWARD – GFCM tools

37th meeting of GFCM
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THE WAY FORWARD – UNEP-MAP tools

19th COP meeting UNEP-MAP
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THE WAY FORWARD – UNEP-MAP tools

19th COP meeting UNEP-MAP
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What do we have?

Scientific knowledge & data, evidences

Institutional and legal mechanisms

Funding opportunities – Mediterranean 
Trust Fund

Proven cost-effectiveness and sectorial 
value
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What we need…

The political WILL
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