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Small-scale fisheries in the Adriatic Sea: 
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• semi-enclosed basin with a surface of around 
140,000 km2 

• max depth 1,200 m 
• prevailing currents flow counterclockwise from 

the Strait of Otranto, along the eastern coast and 
back to the strait along the Italian coast 

• 7,800 km of coastline 
 

• contains more than 1,300 islands, most 
along the Adriatic's eastern coast 
especially in Croatia (1,246) 

• dilution basin, collecting a third of the 
freshwater flowing into the 
Mediterranean 

• surface temperature ranges from 24°C 
in summer to 12°C in winter 

Depht m 
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• north and central western coasts mostly sandy 
and muddy (Italian side of GSA17) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

seagrass   coralligenous 

• south-western and eastern coasts 
mostly rocky 

The coastal area reflects the peculiar oceanographic and morphological features of the Adriatic Sea. 
Two different types of coasts can be evidenced:  

GSA17 

GSA18 
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The characteristics of the coastal areas strongly influence the activities of small-scale fisheries (target species and fishing 
gears) 

Dynamic sector  

Characteristics vary from one location to 
another 

Strongly linked  to local communities, 
reflecting their traditions  

“Commercial fishing carried 
out by all gears excluding 

trawlers, purse seiners 
targeting small pelagic and 
tunas fisheries” (AdriaMed 

WG on Small-scale fisheries) 

In the Adriatic Sea small-scale 
vessels use a wide number of gears 
on a seasonal basis following the 
eco-ethology of the main target 
species 
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ITALY 
2,351 vessels 
av. GT = 1.9 

SLOVENIA 
151 vessels 
av. GT = 2.5 

CROATIA 
3,360 vessels 
av. GT = 2.4 

MONTENEGRO 
70 vessels 

av. GT = 1.9 

ALBANIA 
306 vessels 
av. GT = 2.8 
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SSF is an important fishing segment of Italian fishing fleet in the Adriatic Sea (50%)  
Main gears: gillnets (Solea solea, Squilla mantis, demersal species), trammel nets (Sepia officinalis, 
demersal species), pots and fyke nets (S. officinalis), traps (Nassarius mutabilis), longlines (Merluccius 
merluccius) 
SSF is regularly monitored at national level in terms of fishing effort, landings, socio-economic aspects 
The technological aspects (i.e. efficiency and selectivity) of the main fishing gears have been assessed 

Gaps: 
• Management of human activities (SSF, aquaculture, tourism, 

gas extraction, etc.) in the coastal area is not integrated 
Priorities: 
• New management approach with the possibility of co-

management between fishermen and central authority 
• Fishery management system able to combine resources 

protection with economic and social objectives 
• General Adoption of Local Management Plans 
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SSF is the main fishing segment of Slovenian fishing fleet (80%) 
Fishing grounds are limited to national waters (46 km of coastline) 
Main gears: gillnets (demersal species), drift nets (Sardina pilchardus), trammel nets (Solea solea, 
Platichthys flesus, Sepia officinalis) 
Fishing is not the main activity for some fishermen, representing only a supplementary activity 
Data series available from 2004 

Gaps: 
• Improve the collection of scientific data on fisheries 
• Need of technological studies on fishing gears 
Priorities: 
• Sustainability of fishing activities in the Slovenian fishing 

grounds 
• Multi-annual regional plan for the management of shared 

stocks 
• Alternative treatment for traditional fishing techniques in the 

coastal area of specific sub-regions 
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SSF is the main fishing segment of Croatian fishing fleet (around 80%) 
More than 50 fishing gears (gillnets, trammel nets, beach seines, longlines, hooks and lines, etc.) targeting 
about 150 different species of commercial interest 
Widespread presence of subsistence fishery, which is still considered a socio-cultural activity for most of 
the island and shoreline inhabitants (12,000 vessels), this category will be phased out by 31/12/2014 
Data series available since 1993 for gillnets, extensive scientific monitoring from 2007 

Gaps: 
• Lack of appropriate and complete fishing statistics (including 

socio-economic aspect) 
• Lack of knowledge on distribution, behaviour and biomass of 

some commercial species 
• Data on SSF landings are incomplete and inaccurate, and 

therefore unreliable 
Priorities: 
• As no enough resources are available for a basic monitoring 

system at national level, case-study could be a realistic 
approach to collect data on SSFs 
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SSF is the main fishing segment of Montenegrin fishing fleet (65%) 
Main gears: gillnets (mixed species), trammel nets (mixed species), beach seine (mixed species) 
The first data collection on SSF started in 2012 (MORMONT Project, 2012-2014) 

Gaps: 
• Unreported number of unlicensed fishing vessels 
• SSF is poorly known and monitored 
Priorities: 
• Establishment of a basic monitoring system for a proper 

management of this sector 
• Estimation of the economic performance of SSF 

(employment, income, etc.) 
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- SSF is the main fishing segment of Albanian fishing fleet (around 70%) 
- Around 300 vessels are registered (others are unregistered) 
- Main gears: gillnets (demersal species), trammel nets (demersal species), pots (Octopus vulgaris) 
- SSF is seasonal and part-time activity (integrated with agriculture and tourism) 

Gaps: 
• SSF is not regularly monitored 
Priorities: 
• Create infrastructures like small harbours and landing areas 
• Establishment of a basic monitoring system for a proper 

management of this sector (landings, socio-economic, 
biological  aspects, etc.) 

ITALY 

CROATIA 

SLOVENIA 

Working Group on Small-scale fisheries 

• Juveniles mainly concentrate in the Italian side and adults 
aggregate close to Croatian waters 

• Juveniles targeted by gillnetters in Italy & adults targeted 
with trammel nets in Croatia (Western coast of Istria) 

Juv    Adults 
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Juvenile caught with gillnet in Italy 

Adult caught with longlines in Croatia 

Abundance of C. lucerna 
from SOLEMON survey 

(October 2005) 

Demography of C. lucerna 
caught with rapido trawl 
during SOLEMON survey 

(October 2005) 

• Juveniles mainly concentrate in the Italian side and 
adults mostly aggregate in the Croatian waters 

• Abundant by-catch (retained and discarded) for 
gillnetters in Italy & target species for bottom longliners 
in Croatia 

• Most important sector in the Adriatic Sea in terms of number of vessels 

• Great importance at socio-economic level for coastal communities 
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Define the 
statistical universe 
(number of active 

vessels, landing 
sites, etc.) 

Create and optimize 
a monitoring 

system (landings, 
socio-economic, 
biological, etc.) 

Assess  the 
impact of SSF on 

the marine 
ecosystem 

Create multi-annual 
Regional plans for 

the management of 
shared stocks 

Integrated 
management of 
SSF with other 

human activities 
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