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Since Spain’s accession to the EU, fishery regulations have
envisaged the establishment of marine reserves as a fishery
policy instrument, cofinancing included.

Thus, the MARM set up the first marine reserve of fishing interest
via: Order of 4 April 1986 establishing a marine reserve off  
Tabarca Island, (“BOE” nº.112, of 10 May).

“Under article 3º of R.D. 681/1980, and article 18 of Order of
11 May 1982, a marine reserve area is established in  
neighbouring waters off the island of Tabarca (Alicante)”.



Spanish Law on Sea Fishing
(Act 3/2001, of 26 March. BOE nº 75)

Article 14. Marine Reserves

1. Those areas that, because of their special characteristics, are 
considered suitable for the regeneration of fishing resources shall

be declared to be Marine Reserves. Protection measures shall
determine the limit or prohibition, when applicable, to the fishing

activity, as well as to any other activity that may disturb their
natural balance

2. Regarding marine reserves, areas or sites with varying degrees
of protection shall be defined



1.     Marine Reserve “Isla de Tabarca”
(1.754 ha)

2.      Marine Reserve “Islas Columbretes”
(5.493 ha)

3.      Marine Reserve “Cabo de Palos & Islas Hormigas”
(1.931 ha)

4.      Marine Reserve “Cabo de Gata– Níjar”.  (4.653 ha)
5.      Marine Reserve “Isla Graciosa & Islotes del Norte de 

Lanzarote” (70.439 ha) 
6.      Marine Reserve around “Punta Restinga- Mar de las 

Calmas”. (1.180 ha)
7.      Marine and fishing reserve of ”Isla de Alborán”

(1.650 ha)
8.      Marine Reserve “ Masía Blanca” (457 ha)
9.      Marine Reserve  “Isla de la Palma” (3.455 ha)
10.    Marine Reserve “Llevant de Mallorca-Cala Rajada”

(11.286 ha)
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SPANISH MARINE RESERVES  MANAGED BY GENERAL SECRETARIAT FOR FISHERIES AND
JOINTLY MANAGED WITH REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS



1. Protected area “Islas Medas”
2. Natural Park  of “Cabo de Creus”
3. Protected Seascape “Cap Negre”
4. Marine Reserve “Cabo de San Antonio”
5. Marine Reserve “Freus de Ibiza” and “Formentera”
6. Marine Reserve “Bahía de Palma”
7. Marine Reserve “Isla del Toro”
8. Marine Reserve “Migjorn de Mallorca”
9. Marine Reserve “Islas Malgrats”
10. Marine Reserve “Nord de Menorca”
11. Fishing Reserve at  the stuary of Guadalquivir River
12. Protected biotope “Gaztelugatxe”
13. Marine Reserve of Fishing interest “Os Miñarzos”
14. Marine Reseve of Fishing Interest “Ría de Cedeira”
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MARINE RESERVE
No Take Area (ha)
Category I. IUCN

Buffer zone (ha)
Category VI. IUCN TOTAL (ha)

ALBORAN ISLAND 695 955 1.650

CAPE OF GATA-NIJAR 1.665 2.988 4.653

CAPE OF PALOS-ISLAS HORMIGAS 267 1.664 1.931

CALA RATJADA-EAST OF MALLORCA 2.000 9.285 11.285

COLUMBRETES ISLANDS 3.112 2.381 5.493

GRACIOSA ISLAND & NORTH LANZAROTE 1.076 69.363 70.439

MASIA BLANCA 457 457

LA PALMA ISLAND 837 2.618 3.455
PUNTA DE LA RESTINGA-
MAR DE LAS CALMAS 237 943 1.180

TABARCA ISLAND 78 1.676 1.754

Total 10.424 91.873 102.297

% 10,2 89,8 100

MARINE RESERVES SURFACES & IUCN PROTECTION CATEGORIES 



The Spanish Marine Reserves of fishing 
interest are an example, of successful 
marine protection.

Facts:
The effectiveness of protection measures 
on marine ecosystems regardless of the 
established objectives at the time of the 
reserve’s creation.

Marine Reserves bring :
Field experiences on established on-going 
protection systems, that have been  
empowered to control activities.

Scientific monitoring systems that supply 
information through historical data.



ACTIVITIES:

Fisheries
The policy of restricted fishing uses is based on:

• Prohibiting unselective fishing-methods while maintaining 
traditional ones, thereby permitting artisanal fisheries by local 
fishermen

• Only allowing customary artisanal fishers to go on the marine 
reserve out of “no takes” zones, through closed lists

• Spear fishing always forbidden. Other recreational sport fishing 
are seldom permitted



ACTIVITIES:
Recreational scuba diving

The policy of recreational scuba diving is based on:
Quota per diving point
Implementation of Code of Good Practises
Fostering a ‘high quality activity’ trough “Guide of Scuba divers in Marine 
Reserves”



From the beginning, the strength of the 
Marine Reserves was grounded in the 
support of local traditional fishermen, 
who have long fished the areas and now 
have asked for the protection as Marine 
Reserve. 

Their experience  focusing high quality 
fishing (a great tradition along the 
Spanish coast), and  their on-going 
presence in these fishing grounds where 
sustainable fishing is the aim, are the 
basis of  their success.



Pillars in the creation and life of Marine Reserves:

Agreement among stakeholders

Permanent enforcement trough surveillance

Sustainable uses, out the no take zone

Conservation of biodiversity

Education of users

Public awareness

Scientific research and knowledge on the sea



Trends in Marine Reserves:

As “the reserve effect” works, they are being asked through out spanish
territorial waters

They are being supported by their users: mainly artisanal fishermen and
scuba divers

They always grow in enforcement and protection: new regulations tend to
be more restrictive (Masía Blanca, Tabarca island) and some have been
enlarged (Columbretes islands) 

They witness global change phenomena: coral mortalities, spread of some
invasive species (Caulerpa racemosa, Lophocladia lallemandii)



2003-2009

2009-2012



SOME DIFFICULTIES IN THE SPANISH 
MARINE RESERVES NETWORK:

Monthly costs in between 9.000 - 60.000 €

Enforcing a multiuse MPA (MRFI) needs more efforts than enforcing a 
sanctuary

The outburst of leisure activities with a very low enviromental awareness does
not help to enforce them

Managers have to struggle to stop new coastal developments: new or enlarged
recreative harbours, sand feeding in beaches

Aquaculture developments in their surroundings can cause pollution, and the
arrival of foreign species



Marine Reserves have become case-studies of:

The support of fishermen as a clue for a real marine protected areas trough 
sustainable fisheries 

An  ecosystem based approach to fisheries

A direct application of the principles of the Biodiversity Agreement (CBD): 
sustainable fisheries

Conservation of the environment with the integration of traditional human 
activities: artisanal fisheries

An experience 25 years old on the management of marine protected areas

Compliance of  marine spatial planning principles at a small scale



SOME FIGURES ABOUT THE SOME FIGURES ABOUT THE ““RESERVE EFFECTRESERVE EFFECT”” IN THE IN THE 
COLUMBRETES ISLANDS MARINE RESERVECOLUMBRETES ISLANDS MARINE RESERVE

In 20 In 20 yearsyears ofof protectionprotection onon thethe marine reserve:marine reserve:

-- 11% 11% ofof anual captures are anual captures are exportedexported as as netnet biomassbiomass fromfrom thethe
marine reserve.marine reserve.

-- Red Red lobsterlobster densitydensity & & eggegg productionproduction are 5 are 5 toto 20 times 20 times higherhigher withinwithin
thethe marine reserve marine reserve thanthan outsideoutside itit..

-- Big Big lobsterlobster breedersbreeders in in thethe marine reserve marine reserve accountaccount onon x6 regional x6 regional 
eggegg productionproduction



SURVEILLANCE AND RESOURCES IN MARINE RESERVES



OTHER 
RESOURCES

Remote-controlled robots for
underwater films (ROV)

Side Scan Sonar and multi-bean
echosounder from research vessels



PUBLICATIONS & SPREADING ABOUT MARINE RESERVESPUBLICATIONS & SPREADING ABOUT MARINE RESERVES



EcosystemEcosystem--basedbased

ApproachApproach

PrecautionaryPrecautionary
approachapproach

SustainabilitySustainability
policiespolicies

Scientific base: Mapping
and experimental 

campaigns.

MARINE MARINE 
RESERVES OF RESERVES OF 

FISHING INTERESTFISHING INTEREST
Co-responsibility and

code of good
practices



FisheriesFisheries ProtectedProtected ZonesZones ((articlearticle 7 th. CE 7 th. CE ReglamentReglament nnúúm. 1967/2006 m. 1967/2006 ofof CouncilCouncil))

Reservas Marinas de Islas Columbretes, Cabo de Palos-Islas Hormigas, Cabo de Gata-
Níjar, Isla de Alborán, Isla de Tabarca, Levante- Cala Rajada y Masía Blanca

SpecialySpecialy ProtectedProtected AreasAreas ofof MediterraneanMediterranean ImportanceImportance ““SPAMISPAMI”” (Barcelona (Barcelona ConventionConvention):):

Reservas Marinas de Islas Columbretes, Cabo de Palos-Islas Hormigas, Cabo de Gata-Níjar 
e Isla de Alborán

BiosphereBiosphere ReservesReserves ((““ManMan andand BiosphereBiosphere ProgramProgram”” ((MaBMaB) by UNESCO):) by UNESCO):

Reservas Marinas de Cabo de Gata- Níjar, Isla Graciosa e islotes del Norte de Lanzarote, e 
Isla de la Palma

LIC/ ZEC /ZEPALIC/ ZEC /ZEPA ( Natura 2000 Marine Network):( Natura 2000 Marine Network):

Reservas Marinas de Isla de Tabarca, Islas Columbretes, Cabo de Palos-Islas Hormigas, 
Cabo de Gata-Níjar, Isla  Graciosa e islotes del Norte de Lanzarote, Isla de la Palma, Punta 
Restinga-Mar de las Calmas, Isla de Alborán,  Masía Blanca, Levante de Mallorca-Cala Ratjada

MedPANMedPAN AreasAreas ( ( TheThe Network Network ofof Managers Managers ofof Marine Marine ProtectedProtected AreasAreas in in thethe MediterraneanMediterranean):):

Reservas Marinas de Isla de Tabarca, Islas Columbretes, Cabo de Palos-Islas Hormigas, 
Cabo de Gata-Níjar, Isla de  Alborán, Masía Blanca, Levante de Mallorca-Cala Ratjada 

MARINE RESERVES OF SPAIN & OTHERS PROTECTION AREAS



RESERVA MARINA DE RESERVA MARINA DE 
PUNTA DE LA RESTINGA PUNTA DE LA RESTINGA –– MAR DE LAS CALMASMAR DE LAS CALMAS



RESERVA MARINA DE LA ISLA DE LA PALMARESERVA MARINA DE LA ISLA DE LA PALMA



RESERVA MARINA DE ISLA RESERVA MARINA DE ISLA 
GRACIOSA GRACIOSA 

E ISLOTES AL NORTE DE E ISLOTES AL NORTE DE 
LANZAROTELANZAROTE



RESERVA MARINA DE LA ISLA DE RESERVA MARINA DE LA ISLA DE 
ALBORALBORÁÁNN



RESERVA MARINA DE CABO RESERVA MARINA DE CABO 
DE GATADE GATA--NNÍÍJARJAR



RESERVA MARINA DE CABO RESERVA MARINA DE CABO 
DE PALOS DE PALOS –– ISLAS HORMIGASISLAS HORMIGAS



RESERVA MARINA DE LA ISLA DE TABARCARESERVA MARINA DE LA ISLA DE TABARCA



RESERVA MARINA LAS ISLAS COLUMBRETESRESERVA MARINA LAS ISLAS COLUMBRETES



RESERVA MARINA DE LEVANTE RESERVA MARINA DE LEVANTE 
DE MALLORCADE MALLORCA--CALA RAJADACALA RAJADA



RESERVA MARINA DE MASIA BLANCARESERVA MARINA DE MASIA BLANCA



THANK YOU VERY MUCH

www.marm.es/es/pesca/

www.reservasmarinas.net
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