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Transversal Workshop on the monitoring 
recreational fisheries in the GFCM Area in 

Palma de Majorca (20-22 October 2010)

Overview of the Definition of 
Recreational Fishing

Vahdet ÜNAL, SCESS

What do we mean by recreational 
fisheries (RF)?

 Polemic around the term of RF.
 Different classification can be made: 

Goal based 
classification

Classification by 
the location and 

tools used

Three sub-
categories for 
boat-based RF

Amateur fishing Boat-based Stationary fishing 
(anchored or 

drifting)

Sport fishing Shore-based Passive or harvest 
fishing

Tourism fishing Underwater 
fishing

Active fishing

Pêche à pied
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 The European Anglers Alliance

 ICCAT (Working Group on Sports & Recreational 
Fishing)

 Confederation Internationale de la Peche Sportive

 EU

 EIFAC (SEC/EIFAC/OP42)

 Articles

 GFCM Reports 

 GFCM Glossary

Definition by the 
European Anglers Alliance

 Recreational fishing is fishing, which is not deemed 

to be commercial fishing.

 Angling, recreational angling, small boats equipped 

with nets or longlines, hand-held lines or nets, gill 

nets, stationary nets on the seabed, free-divers and 

sport-divers with spearguns, are various forms of 

fishing included in the definition of recreational 

fishing as long no sale of fish involved.
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Definition by EU

 Recreational fishing is fishing which is not deemed 
to be commercial fishing (i.e. it does not have sale or 
profit connotations), and is not undertaken for 
predominantly subsistence purposes.
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RF definition in the article
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Definition by EIFAC
 Fishing of aquatic animals that do not constitute the 

individual’s primary resource to meet nutritional needs 
and are not generally sold or otherwise traded on 
export, domestic or black markets. 

 The unambiguous demarcation between pure 
recreational fisheries and pure subsistence fisheries is 
often difficult. However, using fishing activity to 
generate resources for livelihood marks a clear tipping 
point between recreational fisheries and subsistence 
fisheries.
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Definition in the 
GFCM report 

 Amateur fishing: is defined as unorganized hobby 
fishing (as ICCAT definition). Unorganized in the 
sense that it is not associated with a specific event or 
competition.

 Sport fishing: it described on the opposite as an 
organized activity involving free competition between 
fishermen to catch the largest fish of certain species, 
the largest number of specimens or the largest total 
weight depending on the rules of each particular 
competition (SFITUM). 

 Tourism fishing: Can be understood as a fishing 
activity carried out by a third party who organizes a 
fishing expedition for tourists. Tourism can be 
conducted by commercial fishermen (pesca turismo) 
or by recreational fishing professionals (charter).
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Definition by GFCM Glossary

 Non commercial fishing activities exploiting marine living 
aquatic resources. It is prohibited to sell or trade the 
catches obtained

 For Mediterranean fisheries management purposes it 
comprises [four independent] segments: 

 Leisure, 

 Sport, 

 Underwater, 

 Charter fisheries 

Report of the 10th meeting of the Sub-committee on Economic and Social 

Sciences (SCESS) Malaga, Spain, 30 November-3 December 2009

 Leisure fishing: recreational fishing practiced for 
pleasure.

 1. Sport fishing: recreational fishing contest 
practiced within an established institutional 
framework which sets rules, collects data on catches 
and informs on the outcomes of the event. 
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 Underwater fishing: fishing activity practiced as 
a sport or for leisure by snorkeling techniques

 Charter fishing: recreational fishing practiced 
from a rented boat, with a captain or fishing guide 
on board, for leisure or sport purposes. 

Expected outcomes from…
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Monitoring can be defined as :

“the continuous requirement for the 
measurement of fishing characteristics and 
resource yields” (FAO, 1995).

Monitoring measures include:

data collection

analysis 

diffusion

 Consensus on the common definition 
of RF to be used in the monitoring framework 

 Identify the key elements for a monitoring 
framework which includes the required data and 
information 
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Thanks for your attention…

Are we going to accept one of the 

existing definition of RF?

Are we going to create a new 

definition for RF?

or


