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Overview of the fisheries legal framework 

 

 

 International legal framework 
(UNCLOS, UNFSA, FAO Agreement 
on Port State Measures, Barcelona 
Convention, Cites…) 

 EU legislation 

 National and local legislation  
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Overview of the fisheries legal framework 

                   European Union 

 

  Treaty on the functionning of the European 
Union 

- « Prudent and rational utilisation of 
natural ressources » 

- « Promoting a sustainable development » 

- « The conservation of marine biological 
resources under the common fisheries 
policy » 
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Overview of the fisheries legal framework 

 

             Distribution of the competences 

- European Union : an exclusive competence 

- The European Commission : representation of the 
EU 

 Member states competences within the 12 mile 
zone : A Member State may take measures for 
the conservation and management of resources 
provided that the Community has not adopted 
measures, that these measures are not 
discriminatory and that the Member State 
measures are not less stringent than existing 
Community legislation. 
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Overview of the fisheries legal framework 

National and local legal framework 

 

- National level / regionalisation : 
ensuring flexibility 

- The importance of the communities 
of fishermen 
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Access regimes to fisheries resources 

Authorisation regime 

 

- French vessels (species, species and 
gear, gear, geographic areas) 

- Foreign vessels 
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Conservation and management measures 

            Controling the input 
 
- Control of capacity : entry/exit regime 

(construction, importation, modification) ; 
fleet segments (25m), limitation of engine 
power 

- Control of fishing effort (numerus clausus, 
strict regime for trawlers, protection of 
coastal areas) 

- Global trend : decrease of the input 
(scrapping program, seasonal closure) 
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Conservation and management measures 

 

                 Conservation 

- Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 

- Protection of endangered species 
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Monitoring, control and surveillance measures 

 

 

- 4 administrations involved 

 

- Standardisation 

 
 

LaMed-1 Project 

General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean 

Commission Générale des Pêches pour la Méditerranée  



Enforcement procedures and sanctions 

 

 

- Compliance : bottom-to-top 
approach ; science ; efficiency and 
fairness 

- Sanctions (fishing without 
authorisation / with a prohibited 
gear  : 22 500€ ; administrative 
sanctions) 
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