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• The Lebanese fleet is clearly small scale artisanal in nature  

• The average length of the vessel was 7.3 m long with 29.7 hp, and the average 
age was 22 years; 
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Fleet characteristics Minor gear   

< 6 m 

Minor gear 6 - 

12 m 

Purse Seine  

6 - 12 m 

Total fleet 

Capacity 

Number of vessels 355 1,045 60 1,460 

Total engine power (hp) 7,261 32,531 3,538 43,330 

Total length overall (m) 1,750 8,386 584 10,720 

Mean technical characteristics of the vessels 

Mean power (hp) 22.0 (±0.93) 31.4 (±1.04) 62.1 (±9.17) 30.5 (±0.89) 

Mean length (m) 4.9 (±0.04) 8.0 (±0.05) 9.7 (±0.29) 7.3 (±0.05) 

Mean vessel age 20.8 (±0.61) 23.1 (±0.38) 17.0 (±0.99) 22.3 (±0.31) 

Total Landings 

Volume of landings (tons) 528 2,210 2,112 4,850 

Value of landings (1000$) 4,632 19,398 2,949 26,979 

Mean landing variables per vessel  
Mean landings (tons) 1.5 (± 0.16) 2.1 ± 0.14) 35.2 (±8.12) 3.3 (±0.26) 

Mean landings (1000$) 13.1 (± 1.9) 18.6 (± 1.10) 49.2 (± 8.59) 18.5 (±0.82) 

The characteristics of the Lebanese fishing fleet (2011)  

Fleet characteristics Minor gear   

< 6 m 

Minor gear 6 

- 12 m 

Purse Seine  

6 - 12 m 

Total fleet 

Total Effort  
Fishing days 53,822 217,244 10,221 281,287 

Fuel consumption (1000 L) 642 3,414 307 4,363 

Mean effort variables per vessel 
Mean fishing days 152 (±11) 208 (±5) 170 (±16) 192 (±4) 

Mean Fuel consumption (1000 L) 1.81 (±0.18) 3.27 (±0.16) 5.11 (±0.56) 3.07 (±0.13) 

Total Crew or Employment 
Employment on board (Total) 513 2,312 403 3,229 

Employment on board (PT) 355 1,145 2 1,502 

Mean employment variables per vessel 
Mean Employment on board (Total) 1.45 (± 0.08) 2.21 (±0.06) 6.72 (±0.89) 2.40 (±0.05) 

Mean Employment on board (PT) 1.00 (± 0.00) 1.10 (± 0.02) 0.04 (± 0.03) 0.57 (± 0.01) 

The characteristics of the Lebanese fishing fleet (2011)  
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Economic performance  
 

Economic performance – average per vessel  
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The fishery sector at a glance 

The breakdown of the costs per fishing segment  
(excluding the crew share) 
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Some economic performance indicators (US$) 
  
 

• All the segments capable of making a profit 
• PS 6 – 12 yielded the major profit and the minor salary, as opposite to the 

MGs 

First sale market dynamics 
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Social characteristics of the fishers 

Conclusions 

• The sector is adequately profitable; 

• The backbone of the sector is minor gear with engine 6-12 m; 

• High average price of the production; 

• The income per fisher-owner is about 20% lower than the national GDP 
per capita 

• Fisher which is not an owner earns about 70% less than the GDP per 
capita and about 45% less than the minimum wage of the country 

• Purse seiner are the best performing segment for the owner but the least 
attractive for the labour force 

• The owner engaged in the fishing activities in most of the vessels (88%); 

• The fishing activity represents also the main income generator for the 81% 
of the vessels owner 

 

• The main need for the sector in Lebanon is to increase the salary of the 
fishers. 
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Thank you for your  
attention! 

The sampling design is based on a single stage sample 
stratified over three variables. Stratification is carried 
out in order to create strata as homogeneous as 
possible, using characteristics correlated to the 
variables under estimation. 

 

 

Methodology followed for the collection of data 
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The selected vessels were surveyed by means of direct interviews in 
April/May 2012 
 
A questionnaire was designed and tested and a two days training 
course was undertaken (1st day lecture + 2nd day on-the-field) 
 
13 data collectors have been trained  
 

Collection of the data 


